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Characters	Nemine,	Contralto		 A	young	sailor:	fierce,	intense,	defiant,	Nemine	will	let	nothing	keep	her	from	the	sea.			Orison,	Baritone		 Her	friend,	also	a	sailor:	gentle,	trusting,	and	hopeful,	he	must	choose	whether	to	sacrifice	the	life	he	thought	he	wanted	for	an	uncertain	future.		Mother,	Soprano		 Nemine’s	dutiful,	strategic,	and	adoring	mother,	who	puts	everything	into	creating	the	best		possible	life	for	her	daughter.		
Setting			 In	a	land	where	wind	and	flame	can	be	summoned	with	the	voice,	an	isolated	maritime	society	survives	among	an	archipelago	of	rocky	islands.		






Nemine:	The	sea	is	clear	and	storms	lie	winds	away.		 We	rise,	rise	on	gently	frothing	tides	today.		 Orison,	catch	that	tang,	which	bears	the	promise		 of	stranger	shores,	borne	here	by	distant	wind!	
	
Orison:	You’ve	always	loved	the	sea	so,	Nemine,		 as	if	it	lifted	all	the	weight	of	life		 and	swept	away	your	cares.	You	love	it	just		 as	I	love	home	-		
	




















Orison:	Then	let	me	teach	you	how	to	call	the	wind!		 Repeat	after	me:		 	 Blow	wind,	blow.		 	 Take	this	vessel	safely	ashore		 	 and	grant	us	with	the	pow’r	to	lead	you.		




Nemine:	Would	you	mock	me	with	my	limitations?		 I	lack	the	depth	of	voice	to	call	the	wind.		 That	you	suppose	mere	skill	would	sway	the	Elders:		 your	good	faith	only	serves	to	irritate!		
Orison:	Yet	how	could	they	forbid	you?	Though	you	lack		 that	skill	which	many	sailors	do	possess,		 you	also	cannot	call	the	flame	that	renders			 every	mother	dangerous	at	sea.		
Nemine:	It	matters	not,	to	them.	[Nemine	leaves	Orison’s	side]		




























































Nemine:	I	would	if	from	a	friend,		 but	are	you	friend	to	me	after	what	you	did,		 or	rather	did	not	do?		 Stood	by	while	those	men	seized	me	like	a	prize!		
Orison:	Nemine,	what	would	you	have	me	do?		 Oppose	the	Elders	and	retaliate		 by	force,	as	you	did?		 That	man’s	children	weep	tonight.	
	
Nemine:	And	who	weeps	for	what	I’ve	lost,		 For	what	was	stripped	from	me?		 My	days,	my	work,	the	ocean.		 I	will	never	sail	again.	I	will	never	sail	again,	again!		 [In	her	anger,	Nemine	knocks	over	the	lantern	and	it	goes	out.]	
	 And	every	night	that	Captain		 will	come	to	me	to	do	as	he	please	with	me.		 So	who,	who	weeps	for	what	I’ve	lost?		 [The	moon	comes	out,	and	all	is	suffused	in	a	silvery	glow.]		
Orison:	Always	have	I	lived	a	gentle	life,		 faithful	in	devotion	to	my	kin		 and	obedient	to	the	Elder’s	law.			 Always	have	I	waited	for	a	wife,		 yearning	for	a	child	to	could	call	my	own,			 trusting	in	a	place	that	feels	like	home.			 But	to	have	my	faithful	trust	rewarded	so…		 so	useless	was	the	grief	that	paralyzed	my	every	limb.		 Beloved	Elders	scheme	against	beloved	friend.		 Watching	them	restrain	you,	I	was	lost	at	sea.				
	 226	
Nemine:	Then,	let	me	be	as	wind	to	lift	your	sails.		 Though	I	can’t	call	the	wind,	or	find	the	way,		 I	can	be	as	a	force	‘gainst	rougher	tides.		













Moonchild:	 	 	 	 	 	I	am	a	captain’s	child.	[At	the	same	time	as	above.]		
Nemine:	Come,	-		
Moonchild:	-‘tis	late	to	go.		















Nemine:		 	 	 	 more,	like	I.		
Both:	Once	birthed	onto	shore,	we	return	forevermore.	
Nemine:	Yet	
Both:		 	 the	sea	cares	not	how	long	we	stay	nor	how	we	go.		 She’s	an	inscrutable	embracer.		 The	sea	is	wilder,	stranger,	than	any	know.		
Moonchild:	Tis	true	then,	you	will	not	wed?		




































Nemine:	[Rising]	I	am	no	rose,	nor	any	other	flower.		 nor	any	being	that	sits	idly		 upon	the	earth,	accepting	of	its	fate!			 You	would	shape	me	as	a	prize		 and	strip	me	of	myself.		 I	am	no	woman.	I	am	wild	though,	yes,		 and	I	will	make	my	own	fate,	my	own	tides,		 and	ride	them	to	the	shores	of	my	own	choosing.	
	 I	will	shape	myself	according	to	my	will		 and	cast	out	to	sea	that	which	fate	has	given	me.		 	[With	a	cry	of	agony,	she	slices	into	her	chest	and	falls	to	the	ground.]		
	


















Nemine:	No	more	fear.		 My	rage,	embraced	by	inscrutable	tides,	subsides.		 [She	enters	the	water	and	the	sea	begins	to	swell	up	around,	her	undulating	with	her	voice.]		 No	more	rage,	no	more	fear		 if	I	return	forever	more		 to	your	murm’ring	swells.		










































Mother:		 May	you	sail	on	fairer	winds	than	bore	you	here.		 May	your	voyages	be	fruitful	and	your	tides	be	strong.		 May	your	children	sail	on	fairer	winds		 then	bear	you	away	from	me,	my	love.		 That	all	our	children	may	be	borne	on	gentler	tides.		 Whether	they	call	wind	or	flame	or	sea.	
